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Though  recent  rains  have 
brought  relief  to  much  of  Alberta, 
some  areas  of  the  province  con- 
tinue to  suffer  under  drought  con- 
ditions. The  lack  of  precipitation 
is  causing  immediate,  and  in  some 
cases  critical,  difficulties  for  live- 
stock producers,  and  also  threatens 
crops  in  some  regions. 

To  help  farmers  cope  with  these 
conditions,  the  Alberta  Government 
has  implemented  the  Water  Sup- 
plies Assistance  Program,  to  which 
Alberta  Agriculture  has  contrib- 
uted manpower,  equipment,  and 
$5.6  million  in  funding.  This  pro- 
gram is  helping  to  improve  farm 
and  community  water  supplies  by 
providing  dugout  pumping  and 
water  conveyance  services  and 
assistance  for  water  well  devel- 
opment and  the  construction  of 
new  dugouts  and  stock  watering 
dams. 

In  addition,  Associate  Agricul- 
ture Minister  Shirley  Cripps  has 
announced  changes  to  the  Alberta 
Crop  Insurance  Program  to  assist 
farmers  and  ranchers  facing  water 
shortages  and  dry  conditions.  The 
changes  made  allow  all  fall  seeded 
crops  to  be  used  for  cattle  grazing 
or  to  be  cut  for  feed,  and  still  be 
eligible  for  insurance  coverage. 

These  measures  can't  bring  rain 
for  our  crops  or  dugouts,  but  they 
are  helping  Alberta's  farm  families 
and  rural  communities  resolve  some 
of  the  most  pressing,  immediate 


problems  caused  by  the  drought. 

Of  even  greater  concern,  how- 
ever, is  the  long-term  damage  to 
agriculture  in  this  province  that 
may  be  accompanying  our  lack  of 
rainfall  this  year.  With  the  soil  as 
dry  as  dust  in  some  areas,  and 
with  little  or  no  crop  cover  to  help 
hold  it  down,  wind  erosion  has 
been  a  major,  and  visible,  concern 
this  spring.  Large  dust  clouds  seen 
blowing  across  the  prairies  in  recent 
weeks  testify  to  the  increased  level 
of  soil  damage  caused  by  the  dry 
conditions. 

Such  degradation  of  our  soil 
resources  threatens  not  just  this 
year's  crop  or  the  next,  but  the 
very  future  of  our  agriculture 
industry  The  Alberta  Government 
has  responded  to  this  threat,  and 
is  firmly  committed  to  continuing 
the  fight  against  soil  degradation 
using  all  means  at  its  disposal. 

One  step  taken  by  the  Province 
has  been  the  introduction  of  new 
soil  conservation  legislation.  Bill 
37,  the  Soil  Conservation  Act,  was 
introduced  to  the  Alberta 
Legislative  Assembly  recently  by 
Shirley  McClellan,  MLA  for  Chi- 
nook constituency. 

Essentially,  Bill  37  presents 
amendments  to  the  existing  Soil 
Conservation  Act  that  serve  to 
strengthen  and  clarify  the  Act. 
These  changes  encourage  sound 
soil  conservation  practices  and  give 
authorities  greater  power  to  pre- 


vent soil  loss  and  deterioration  from 
talking  place. 

As  well  as  providing  conser- 
vation legislation.  Alberta  Agri- 
culture offers  farmers  a  wide  range 
of  services  to  assist  in  the  pro- 
tection of  their  soil.  Our  compre- 
hensive approach  to  resource 
conservation  and  management 
includes  research  projects,  exten- 
sion services,  education  and  finan- 
cial incentives. 

The  Province  is  also  acting  in 
concert  with  the  federal  government 
to  promote  soil  conservation.  One 
joint  program,  the  Canada/Alberta 
Agreement  on  Soil,  Water  and 
Cropping  Research  and  Technol- 
ogy Transfer,  will  sec  $6  million 
devoted  over  the  next  five  years 
to  studies  on  the  impact  on  soil 
quality  of  different  farming  and 
cropping  practices. 

In  addition,  details  arc  now  being 
worked  out  for  the  implementation 
of  a  $75  million  national  soil  con- 
servation program  which  will  see 
provincial  governments  match  fed- 
eral funding  for  further  preser- 
vation efforts. 

Each  of  these  efforts  is  an  effec- 
tive weapon  in  the  battle  our  prov- 
ince must  win  against  so;i 
degradation.  The  importance  of  thai 
battle  should  not  be  underesti- 
mated. If  we  fail  to  take  action 
now,  we  coulc  lose  the  basic 
ingredient  of  Alberta's  most  vital 
industry. 


